THE  DAVENPORT   BROTHERS

all done, but without avail. These stances, inter-
spersed with private ones, were continued almost
nightly until the close of the year. The daily Press
was full of accounts of them, and the brothers' names
were on everyone's lips. Early in 1865 they toured the
English provinces, and in Liverpool, Huddersfield, and
Leeds they suffered violence at the hands of excited
mobs. At Liverpool, in February, two members of
the audience tied their hands so brutally that blood
flowed, and Mr. Ferguson cut the rope and released
them. The Davenports refused to continue, and the
mob rushed the platform and smashed up the cabinet.
The same tactics were resorted to at Huddersfield on
February 21, and then at Leeds with increased vio-
lence, the result of organized opposition. These riots
led to the Davenports cancelling any other engage-
ments in England. They next went to Paris, where
they received a summons to appear at the Palace of
St. Cloud, where the Emperor and Empress and a
party of about forty witnessed a seance. While in
Paris, Hamilton, the successor of the celebrated con-
jurer, Robert Houdin, visited them, and in a letter to
a Paris newspaper, he said: " The phenomena sur-
passed my expectations, and the experiments are full
of interest for me. I consider it my duty to add
they are inexplicable/' After a return visit to
London, Ireland was visited at the beginning of
1866. In Dublin they had many influential sitters,
including the editor of the Irish Times and the
Rev. Dr. Tisdal, who publicly proclaimed his belief
in the manifestations.
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